
Struga, MK 

The Bradt guide to Macedonia has a short section about the Parumba 

church, located near the village of Gorna Belica, a village in the mountains 

overlooking Struga.  Traditionally a Vlach village, it was settled by people 

fleeing the destruction of Moskopole by the Ottoman ruler Ali Pasha, to-

day Voskopoja near Korca in Albania.  Not wanting to remain vulnerable, 

the refugees chose a particularly inaccessible site for their village, a 

choice which today benefits us with its spectacular views of Lake Ohrid 

and the surrounding mountains.  Gorna Belica is mostly empty for much 

of the year, until the summertime when it is used as a vacation 

spot.  There is no public transportation to the village (we took a taxi there 

and back), but it is possible to hike there in about two hours from Vevca-

ni, which has regular bus service from Struga (main kombe stop in the 

center every hour at 20 and 45 minutes past the hour).  The story about 

the Parumba church, as recounted in the Bradt guide, is that a local girl 

was being chased by Ottomans in this area, but she fell to the ground in 

exhaustion.  As they drew nearer, she prayed to God for deliverance and 

was transformed into a white dove.  Many citizens of Struga and Vevcani 

hike to the church on the first weekend of June every year, but you can 

hike any other day of the year and avoid the crowds.  

PARUMBA CHURCH  
Starting point:  
Gorna Belica Hotel  
 
Distance:  
Approx. 5.5 miles 

Length of Time:  
5-6 hours 

Difficulty:  
Moderate 

Elevation:  
Gorna Belica 1415m, border 
overlook 1943m, ridge line 
2030m, Parumba 1905m 

Accommodation:  
Hotels and rooms for rent in 
Vevcani, Struga, Ohrid 

Bring:  

Lunch, snacks, sunscreen,  

anything else for a normal 

hike. 

http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&msa=0&msid=208815631393230572045.0004a1c0987dc2f3510de&ll=41.233671,20.573959&spn=0.037115,0.104628&z=14
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&msa=0&msid=208815631393230572045.0004a1bffd7e5c968dc24&ll=41.22854,20.535121&spn=0.01843,0.052314&z=15
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&msa=0&msid=208815631393230572045.0004a1bffd7e5c968dc24&ll=41.22854,20.535121&spn=0.01843,0.052314&z=15


The hike starts at the now-shuttered hotel, 

at the western end of the village.  Follow the 

road to the right of the hotel gate.  You will 

eventually enter the forest, with the Belicka 

Reka to your left.  The road will disappear 

and turn into an unmarked path, but con-

tinue straight with the river to your left.  The 

path will take you along the edge of a can-

yon and into a meadow, where you will continue to follow and then 

cross the river (there is a picture of the Parumba church on Google 

Maps here but it is incorrectly placed).  The 

valley widens here and there will be many 

streams in the spring so it may be mud-

dy.  Cross through the valley to the old border 

marker and gaze into the Shebenik area of Al-

bania.  You will then make a turn to the left to 

gradually ascend the mountain face and then 

cross the ridge to start descending to Parumba 

(the path is rather narrow as it ascends).  De-

scend the slope and the Parumba church should eventually come in to 

view (all but the steeple with its cross was covered in snow when we 

did this hike in early May).  Take the chance to 

refresh yourself at the spring which flows un-

der the church, and then descend eastward 

down the slope back to the treeline.  Here you 

will turn left to make your way down and back 

to the Belicka Reka and the original road, 

which will return you to the hotel.  


